Relationship between confabulation and measures of memory and executive function.
Confabulation has traditionally been attributed to a combination of memory impairment and executive dysfunction, but recent models propose that confabulation can result from executive dysfunction alone. One hundred and ten patients with diverse neurologic and psychiatric diagnoses were subdivided into high-, low-, and non-confabulator groups based upon the ratio of confabulations to total responses produced during story recall. Consistent with the combined deficit model, high-confabulators performed significantly worse than the low- and non-confabulators on measures of memory and measures of executive function that assess sustained attention, mental tracking, and set-shifting ability. However, there were no differences between groups on measures of problem-solving, concept formation, and verbal fluency, suggesting a dissociation in executive functions that contribute to confabulation.